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A PARAPHRASE 
EXPOg.IT ION 

of the Piophefic of 

SAINT P E T F 

Concerning the day of CHRISTS (ccond 
Cominq. 

O" the thlr<l Chniitcr of the fccoiiJ 
Epistle. 

\'ciTe I , : . 

//// I'ao cx- M; Tl'iliat which St. ff/fr 
.lorts the bdte- 1 here cicfcribctli were 
i-'.ig'jiws^mtto foretold by the old Pro- 
^ 'x hom he wrncs p!iets,thciinm{l Saint Vcttr 
^^!fi]0 'ohe mn,dftd cf be fo expounded , as it mny 
the words of tht holy Prophets, j be Hicw cn in them , and a- 
(a)EI:iy,Danicl,cirM:ilachi, Igrce withtiieiii. 
c»ncer,nng the coming of Chrijt to judgment, cr the rejlaarj- 
tion thr,fpyjm:fed, it being ,ilJo confirmed by the JpojUcs of 
onr Lcrd a/id S.ii jOKr. Az Vcric 





Vcirc.3j4« I 
F^r Imvfiever it mre tb(n 

iktiivedMbhfftws&Chri- 

ycncd G(ntileStjet in the Uji 
dayes pmUcome thofe , who 
vdlking after their owrt de- 
fr(s {or humours) (imU deny 
Afid deriM tHe expeffahmif 

ilitf0fchrijl,faji0g,irhere ts 
tbepromffe (c) ofhU coming ^ 



{b) This Ux^'M 1*^ 
or Ujl dayes ^ (hould fccm to 
be the time of the Chur- 
ches Apoftafic under Ariti- 
chrift, according to that of 
Saint fau/yiT tm,/\.i.lji the 
UUir times fmt JhaH depart 
fi[mtl»ffithigivtng he^t9 
fp/rits oferreur, ^ doSirints 
of demons. For a* the times 



where ts the new heaven tmi of the fourth and laft of Da- 
nmtirthyMUikofi I Kingdoms were the 
, *l>fttinie*4n general, fiuring 

wlucfi Chiiftimiocome^and found his Chinch mi * 
Kin^me : So the latter times of the fourth Kingdome, 
being the period of a time, times, and halfe a time, where- 
in the wicked homefliould domineere, are thelatcmoft ■ 
times of the laft times, or laft times in Jjpcciall. 

( O 1 C'^ke ?rmi(e here for res prmi(Ia,ihc arnithefis im- 
plying that tobetiie meaning* vipme [coffers faj^ wiere 
istbtfrmtfttfbiti^miig fNivmbiligt we look fir s nem 
h€tfVen^ andantrv e^rth, according to his promife.hvihltttH 
fomewhat /Reader) in the application whereiathou^maift 
crre-, but be not thou uncharitable in thyccnfurc, nor 
ihinke that I am. For although the crying down and 
condemning theopimon of the Cbiliafis^ wii),4>e found to 
be neae upon the beginning of the times of the Antichri-' 
ftian Apoflafie,. (wtichf fuppofeto be called the laH: 
times i ) and that the utter burying ofthat opinion fills 
within thefctimcs:yet thou muftknow,firft, That there is. 
ROC, the like realbn of die fiift Auchois of crying down a 
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truth, anJ of thoic, who led by ib.cirauihority, take it af- 
tcnvards, uitlioiic (uithcr examination , for an crrour. 
Secondly, tofcofTc, is one thing, and barely not tobc- 
lecvc, is another. Tlurdiy ,^ it is one thing to deny a pro- 
mifc fim ply, and another to deny and qiicifion tlic manner 
thereof: as alfo, to reject a truth fincercly propounded, 
and when it is entangled with criours, as that of the later 
C/jiliaJl may fceni to have been. 

The reafon oj thuthcr ufibe- Torching the Je\v<;,and die 
lief beings bcijuf thty :ma. iiTijitachmcnt of diis opi- 
gtne, there hath nei er yr/, nion amonglt them in the 
jh}ceihecrnttJ6nofihctvoni^, later rimes, I findamon^ft 
been an-i ewimf le cf juch a tlicDo^tOJS of the CYwwr.i, 
deJlriUiion ArtdchAngc cnfu- \ or glofle of their TAhnud , 
tng it^oi this .it the coming of ( whicii was hnillicd about 
Chrijl j\)Duldbe.Forfincethe 500 yecrs after Chriftj a 
f athers fel ajleefifAj theyY. j tenet of one 

iCf.ftmeAdAmdied,^lthiT.gs ' x\y::iOnT\'\'^^ H I tj^^yn 'OD 
hiive continued as they )vere , ■■'x^^ rv;;^:: Tryc; 
from the bcgtr,/intg of the ere- I 1 hat there was :o be no uif- 
'aiio)i.Therforcth€ c.xfeelati- j fcrcnce between theprelcnt 
tf) of Any juch change of the ftate of the world, and the 
world, cr P'^'f things dayes of MelTiah, but in re- 
thernrj^djisffippoftd jsi Ain gard of the bondage in^dcr 
ar:dfrivolou!^andne'vcrtobe the kingdoms of the Gen- 
fulflled. ^ tiles onely •, thereby oppo- 

■ fing the more ancient opi- 
nion and tradition of the renovation of the world. After 
this time there appears to have been amongft the Jews 
3 fe(fl of the followers of the opinion of this A'. S.v/mel^ 
w liich at length was greatly advanced by the authority of 

A ? learned 
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learned MAtmonidzs , who ing drunk too deep of the 
Philofbphy of v/r/yff//f , { wherein hcwasad.nirably 
fuU ) became a champioa againft the opinion of tlic 
worlds rcnovaiion totje in the daycs oi MclTiah-, and chat 
upon this ^roMad, munim retimt ^ fetfmtmr ctnfu^ 
tudinem faam i, ""wiich laying he afcribcch to fomc other 
Rabbins of the fame opinion before him , which for the 
fenfe and meaning is the "fclf fame wich that here of the 
fcoffcrs: /III things {hy ihQy)ccminue,as they were from the 
keginmng of thecreA^ion,^c\zid\t\^is Ahen £i^4,who li- 
vid npe long iStctMaimi^iiUs, maiatiinedtliU Cas.alfo <>^ 
i^ers did) the eohoary v & Uittt ixe extant cer^n difco n r - 
ftsandtraikates amon^ft them, purpofely written of this 
argument, and confuting the opinion 'of Kitm^am:ind his 
followcis-as one called x:IIr\'Uy^'^'''^^C(fli fiov!,^io\'ing 
thenecefTicy of the renovation oi the world, and 4ircdkd 
againf! cafUp. lib. i.'of MMifH4ni4ei b^:liife\'NthcBm. 
Another by /{ . Ifaad Ahdr6ii}ella<n^ tuVsttO Oferg Det^ 
(out oi Pfa(,66»s •) wheran all the arguments brought a- 
gaiftft the renovation arc confuted. And no doubt there 
arcmorc of the like nature, which wc know not of. 

Vcrfc 5,6. 
'Mm thtfi Pfko fnpfofe this (I 
tin 9t)im1t) that thtrehsA 
mvirjet djjyfuchdefiruffiin 
or chitfj^e hc'fullen the creati- 
on, anctihrfhe L8}:cliide^ there 
is nor JhMl iuch ever be ^ thej 
'migh mid eonfider net the u- 
mverpU dtlugc in tht time of 
Noah, C pfken thf cnrfis laid 
Mf9nm(rtmrtf§rm4ms fWi^ 
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frjl foUmnly tockc ffZ e , ) 
bre^^iM a Lktdt fhuciicuj^o 
J^^thartgc NfCN tl e world 
for the i/if/»etAi.fin of the 
pcAlure: u! this At the fecond 
temng </ (^h7.f f)AU le jot 
the rcjlAurAtiet) c" rencvjti- 
ev of the [mntjinthcglortotis 
Lherty cj the (hddren cfCod. 
Tcr the hcarcKS were of old^ 
aid thegloke cf the earth, con- ' 

}a}th re:: ^' Ar,i)ff' 
water ,\\7 . that oj the ^reat 
deep-, (x partly ( i! J'aW ) 
among jlK.<\^ water ^tf wit , the 
clouds and jlcod- gates §j hea- 
l en hanging abcut tt^ali fra- 
med h the n erd of Cod: By the 
n'h;i h wattriij^t'^^ vVar^-t ) 
the n-crld whuh then was ^be- 
ing 0^1 ir whelmed with water, 
periped-^a^ tt is written Gen. 
7.11. fcq. tn the 6gc. yecr cf 
N calls life, tff the fecond 
tnoneth^inthefez'cnteenthday 
e>f the month wercal the foun- 
t atns of the great deep broken 
«/, & vcrf.iS. and the wa- 
ters ,Sc2i.and all fiefh died. 

Vcrfcf. 
But the hc/n'(ns andthe earth 
(i.c.ihc \\oi:\d)wht{hi*noi»j 



(^) Aix rbmecimes fignihes 
inter ^amottgfljoitn themidff 

c/,asifitwcrc/^^,,'^;:So 
Herodoty,, I^^'^^,, inter 

tnfttlas, HowCocva y, c ren- 
der the Picpofuion , I iiip- 
pofc S. Peter by ha // c^^^ 
means the fupcriour water, 
which togctlier with that of 
the Tea, or eicat deep, con- 
on red to the drowning of 
the w orl)ij,as appears by ilic 
place of Cen.^ij aJlcaged. 
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kjtkefmtword are kept in 
RoTCtrefervedunto fre (c)At 
theddjof judgmeHt andper- 
dititiiof uogodhmen^ /ucor- 
ding U tbtfrephefe of Dani- 
e\/,j.»hfufdjiery Jlrum 
iuuing and coming forth be- 
fore the fud^e of the world ^ 
the hoij of the fourth bcafi 
burned therewith : And of 
Bfiy, c.66» whofdith of that 
Atj, rhttthe Lord JhaB come 
ivithfre^ witbhu thariots 
like .1 ivf;:r!tvind^tt ftp^^^ 
'4nger with fury, and hi/ re- 
bukes fpfth fames off re: And 
4hM byfre andbj htsfword, 
ti.e.by^MsfWc)cd6ftii:e, If 
//rf /ntryhe Lffrd tvould ptea^f 
Kvith aSflejhy andthejltinof 
the Lord Jhall he moftj. So al- 
fo MaLichy cap, 4. ^hat the 
great and terrible dot haU 

froudy and all that do wicked' 
fyjhalbe fnhbU, rf hich at the 
com'w7^ of that "ddj { {)fi^ 
-Ift bitrnt Hp, 

-V^crfcS. 
Xnt vfhtrsis 1 mentionedifiM 
^tmAPttir) thedayofjttdg- 
mem, itfjtmghtmpakt it 



{e) From this prop^tain 
whicU the judgmcMRo 
comcby Hre, hach unco cha^ 
which was by wacdrintfad 
dtia^c^IrenaM<3lsit Dil9^ 
vium ig9isjih.f.c,2p,juxf4 
edit.Ftvtirigmih ? 



i : .\ 



( f) It may be it is of this 
day tlut thePi-o{)hct£/45f air 
fo rpcalcs^f<y.<> .5. \«litn«he 
filth, that tlic battel of the 
Klclfiah fhould not be as the 
iMttiif^%b€nm$$iir ^ with 
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for a jhort day^or d Jay oj jiw cenfufcd HOtfe^ Md garments 
hfurs, I vfOMld not y Beloved, rolled tn b bud hutwfthbnr- 
have ytu if nor art, tha one nirig and \ uet cf ftre, for t h c 
day(e,) tpii^ the Lord ii as a old Prophets fbi the mo/t 
theafutdyeerf, a thonfand L»arc fpeak of [lie coming of 
yters 4fff»t.dayf I Chrill indcHiiitcly and in 

general , without that diftin*5tion of firft and fccond co- 
ming, which the Golpelout ot Daniel hath morcdccrly 
tauehtus: Andfbconlcquendy ihcy (pake of the things 
to he at Chrifts coming indefinitely and altogether , 
which we vvhoarc now more fully informed by the Re- 
velation of the GofpcJ, of a twofold coming, muft apply 
iCa^of them to his proper time : thofc things which oc- 
iiirthc ftateof his firft coming, unto it-, and fuchthingsas 
befit the flare of hjs fccond coming, to the fecond 5 and 
what befits both aUke, may beapplycd unto both. 

(g) Thus I expound thefc .word«j by^vay of pre-occH- 
pationorpremunition, becaufc they are tKc formal words 
of the JevviiTiDo(5lors, when they ipcak of the day of 
judementjOr day of Chrift, as Saint Peter here doth, vit,. 
03^ na''^ *>nfc*a>^ unadies Dei S .Bjteitt miHe aniti , 
Aijd though they ufcto quote that of mcninth Pfa!m, 
(milleanrit tnocjdistuis ut dies bejlermus ) for confirmation 
thereof, yet arc not thefc words forjiially in the Pialm. 
So that St. 2eter in thispaffage fccms rather to have had 
rcfpcd to that common laying of tl\e Jcws.in this aigu- 
incnt,tlian to the words of the Pfalm where the words* 
{fine ddy wtth ih^ Lord n as a thctifahdyeers) are not,though 
the lattei part orthc icntcncc { a thou fond jeers at one day ) 
may allude thither asthe Jews alfo were wont to bring- 
it, fpr a confirmation of the foi mer. a Thefe words arc 
commonly taken as an argument, why God fliouW not be 
• . ^. B thought 
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thought flack in his prouiifc ( which follows in the next 
vcrfc.But the firft Fathers took it otherwifc*, and bcfidfs, 
it provcth it not : for the qucftion is not, whether the 
time be long or fiiort in rcfpcdl of God^ but vvhcUier itbc 
long or ftiort in rcfped of us-, othcrwife not looo, but 
I oooco ycers are \\\ the eyes of God no more than one 
day is to us,and foit would not fecmlang to God, if the 
day of judgment fliould be deferred till tlicn. . ? Let the 
judicious confider it , whether this ^^^c ft) prone to 
be taken in the expofition I have given, yea, and al!cdgcd 
to that purpofe, were not fome part of a motive ro tlic zc- 
XoiiQAAHti'ChtliAjls C whereof JEtt/i:^/^, whonn»ctruft 
was none of the Icaft ) to be (b willing and ready to que^ 
ftion the authority of this Epiftlc,as they did alfo at the 
fame time of the Jfccaljps. The pretence againft this E- 
piftlcwas, that it wanted the tcftimonie of allegation by 
the firit Fathers- But C Dies Demim ficttt milU ami ) quo- 
ted hothby^-njiin Martyr and IreNaui, is not out ot the 
ninth Pialn^ as they took for granted , ( for there ar e no 
fuch words, but out of tiie EpilUc of Pet£r^ whoapply- 
ctbic to the day of judgment, which hccalleth D/« D*' 
mini^ ^Ij* Kvpl* :*Confiderit. 

Vcrfc p. 
A ttd though this day be de fer- 
ritin yet is the L&rdntt jlack 
£finctr/iJffg hii premife^ ( 4S 
(amemenaccPwit flacknefs^as 
if hehad alter' d his pMrp9^<^9r 
meant never t9 oerferme tt ) 
hut t he caufe fifth fsdel^, if 
hit hrtg- fuffering {t)tmards ( a) Saint Ptter fpeaks and 
Hs (fth€fted9pfra(l,»9twil' | writes in thisEpiftle to his 

ling 
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ting thdt a»y jlmld perifh at 
that darj^hut tbAi the whvU na- 
thn jhouid cfme uato re fen- 
tancCyX b ) vrhicht if thai day 
p)0uld furfrize them in their 
unbelief t mmfl in'evttMhlj. pe- 
* rip) with the reft cf the ene- 
mies pf Chrifi. 



brcthtcn the Jewes, as ap- 
pears by the firft verfcot' 
this chapter. 

{b) So the fame Saint Teter 
in his firft publick Sermon 
to his Nation in iheTcm- 
ple,aFterthc fending of the 
holy GlToft( y</ Jj.3 .i9,&c^) 
exhorts themto repent and 
be convcitcd«« ri i^cu^ttS** fit i^n*» ivrSr, for tne wafii- 
ingawayof their fins, that fb ( « r ) tliofc times of 
Tcfreflbing and rcftituuon of all things wliich God had 
fpokcn by the mouth ofal his holy Prophcts',might come, 
.which till then were to be fufpcnded . 

ohje^. But Qod could have haftencd the Jewes con- 
vcrfiou , if it hrrd plcafed him , 

Xefp. But ii ftood with the beconomiy 6f^So<ls juftice, 
when the Jewes had rcjccflcd Chrift, their expiation, to 
grant them this grace , until they flioiild have fulfilled a 
time of fjenance for all the fins of their Nation, even 
&onuhc h'rft time they were a people, uncH iht laft dc- 
ftru(f^ionof Jeruftlem. For nnce they would none of 
their pardon and aitonement by Chrift, (witli refpc^t un- 
to whofe coming God had fo long fparcd them 5 for all 
their expiation by facrificc looked UT\to him) God would 
notbatetl'tcmanacec^ the judgment they had merited, 
but would vifit all the former nns of their Nation upon 
them, from the golden Calf, until their crucifying, and 
fi nai ly ,re jeding of tlieir M efli:ib . 

Vcrfcio. . I ^ 
Att /tf ffr, the manner if the \ * v.. 
cfmiftg fif this ^eat day cf\ • •* ■^-''■^> ^^-^ .yS^, 

B 2 'the 
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the LortI , // juddenlj 



the nighty inrvhuh thehta 
vens ( c ) with a crackling 
noif: offir^ fhsl pafs dw,iy,cr 
the ftix'i* (c ) cr heft of them 
Jhalt melt with ferrjem hctt ; 
the <Arth dljh and the vforks 
thereof pmll he burned. 



(<->Wli3t theft Heavens arc, 
and why I render (r7»/x«7« the 
hsjlof thew-^ and how this 
conflagration is to be under- ^ 
ftood , I will fliew when I 
have done my Paraphrafc. 
Verf.i \ ,\^.Seeingthenthit all thefe things fhal 
ied/ffohedjwhdt mnnner of per fens ought we to be^ 
in aU holy converfdtinn and goMtneife , to make our 
felve* f re- proof and fuchds may abide the day of ri~ 
fining ? as namely becometh thofe wht by faith M 
f0r,and haflenthe comijig fif the d^y of the L§rd^ 
wherein the heavens being, on fire jhall be dijfolved^ 
andthe hofi ofth'em melt tvith fervent heat . f»r our 
)ife & converfation ought to be futable toonrfaith^ 



and we are fo to rvalk^ m if that were always prefent 
which by faith tve look for. 

. Vcrf, 1 3 . But this conflagration ended, ( whatfo- 
ever thofe (coffers fa) ^ whocjuefiion the promt ft of 




— J f .LI J J * ' ^ I J J 

Chri^s fecond coming ) tve look according to his prO' 
mtfe Ifa. 65 . & 66. for a new heaven and a new 
earth, (that is, 4 new and refined (late of the world) 
wherein ri^htcetifen(je jhall dwell, according as the 
fame Propljct faith^ca^.6o.io,ii.Tbe Lord fhallbe 
thtne ever Lifting light ^(jr the dayes efthy mourning 
fhall be ended ^ thy people alfo jhaB be all nghteottiy 
they fhallinhrrit the land, or c:\rth, for ever. * 

Verf. I4,T tj 1 6, wherefore beloved ^feeing thA 
yt look for fuch things at his coming ) be diligent 

that 



thitycmd) btjouhdin him in pcjic,Tv/t/joM fpot and 
iflmtUfs^& account the long' fufftring cfCtd^intbe 
tbmcj to he faliattOH.E'Vtn m eur beloved hro- 
tier B^ul ^Iff KOft of the A f opes of cur Lord^ rvho 
ioi.frr, ' ' • ^-(fi. words of the holjProfhets -accord: ng 
tfi the v .J . " • given unto him^ hath written MKioyca-^ 
enforangihehh exhortation unto holtne\Je of life^ 
fpm this opr fM and experience of the Lord ^tfiu 
his appearing t$ iti^rnent^ which we nov make unto 
t<», vuuHeb.i2.i4,z8,25?. ^s alfoina/l hu E- 
ftfles^ff caking in them of thife things, viz. Rom. 
3.4.coU.com.vcrr.5,6,7.& i Cor.i.7,8.&3.i3. 
*Cor. 5 .p, to, 1 1 .In initio,& 7 . i . Phil, i . i o . & 2 . 
Xi6.&ca^.3.io-Collofl.3,/t,j. i Thtfl'.2.i2. 
'& 3n3.^emquc5.ij. i Thcfl;i.8,ii. i liiu.C. 

> ■'■ ' 



How this Corjffjgmion of the irorW 

whcrof Saint P£T ES fpeaks^and cipici- 
^ ;illy ol the Heavens , is to be 

undcrllood. 

T^Orrcfolution of ihi$ qucftion, I muft prcmifc 
Jf r(iijf|||b^igs,tc make the way thcrtto the more 

R.'i. That the oU. Hebrew language wherein 
ihc Scripture fpcuks , thcic is no one word to ex- 
prcfleihccomp.iges of ihe fuperiour andmfcri- 
our bodicsjwhich wtcall Mundtu^ but thefc two 
lyioidsHtavtn iv^^Ewth ctqj?) joyncdto 

and 
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and put together, oncly Co that when Saint Peter 
faith C the Worla that then was, perifhed by vta- 
tcrs-,buc the Heavens and Earth that arenow,arc 
refcrved to fire : ) He might as well have (aid ac- 
cording to his meaning , The Heavens and the 
Eanh whicii then wcre,pcriflied by waters, as the 
• World that now is (hall by fire. For the words 

H eaven and £*rtk ioyned, imply no more in the 
one (according to the Scripture notion ) tiian the 
fingle word MttfiJ^ or IVcrU doth in the other, 
bcinc apply cd to the hiftory of the great deluge : 
as alio , a Neiv heAven and a New earth is the fame 
notion with that in our cxprcflRon, where we fay 
a AVtP World-^ that is to (ay, Ne^'a rerumfAcies, nt^ 
va rerum condttie which v/e otherwhilc apply to 
very fmall , and even particular and domcftical 
changes, when we (ay. Here is a new World 5 
which the Hebrew would or might cxprefs, Here 
isa new Hea\Tn and a new Earth. 

2 That it is not like chat any other World 
Heaven and Earth, (hall peri(h by fire, than fuch. 
a one as heretofore periflied by water: for (b the 
AfUithefis im^ontih, 'viz.. The World, or Hea- 
ven and Eaitn that then was , peri(hcd by water, 
thcHcTivcn and eanh which now is, is rc(cr\'e4 
for a dcftiudion by fire. Now the Wodd which 
pcrifliedby water wasnoothcr than the fubluna- 

* ry Worlds the Heaven whereof is that which wc 
call Aire, but the Scripture Heaycn^ which fublu- 
nary heaven, together with the c.irth,was marred 
by that ccneral oelngc^ and the creatures belong- 
ing CO tliem both cither wholly dc^riic^cd , or 

* marvel- 
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iDarvcHoufly corruotcd from that they were be- 
fore : fuch a World therefore, and no other Hca^ 
yen and canh, (hal undergo the (ccond deluge of 
fire forrcflaiiration,\vhich before ftiffcredthe de- 
luge of water for corruption. 

3 Obfcrv e alfo , for the better anderftanding 
of Saint P</^r/ meaning. That the word rc/;^<7« 
which wc in ihii place are wont to turnEiements , 
is not like to be underflood in the notion of the 
Greek Dehors , whofc terms and notions the' 
Sciipturc ufcth not , \>ui ochftvvife dividcth the 
}yiri(i. Nay furtlicr, in thispluce ic cannot be Co 
t^eiflood, for that the Hebrew divifion of the 
World into Heaven and Earth is here exprefled, 
and thecwx"* diftinguifliedfroni thcni botli. But 
when the \\ hole world is divided into Heaven 
and Eartli w Ad'rm i^riudrmjby Earth is meantthe 
-Earthen clobe^ which Saint Ptur^^vh is ;{vV«7©- 
#»Mr*(rijand fo the water and earth are both inclu- 
ded in the lole name of Earth : In Heaven the 
Aire is included. Thus three of the Phyfical 
Elements are bcftowed. Thefourthis the Fire; 
but this is that which is to burn the #?.ix««,and fb 
none of the #7w;^*to be burnt. And if any of 
thefe Elements could be exempted from thisdi- 
vifioninto Heaven and Earth, bcfides the Fire, 
the Aire, y« could not t hat, noi any ofthem 
alone be wyM* in Saint Peter : Voit%x*** notes 
more than one. Iimuit needs therefore be, that 
r?#/x«~« here mcancth (bmcthing elfc. Let us ftc 
if we can find out what it is. Mark then Saint Pe- 
Urs order ,3<»i'oif«i#!«x*»* ^^'^^^ >Jfj^ rWif nWji if>*! 



A PsrAfhrafe and Expefitfon 



bv which corrci{K)iiocntc ic fluxild Iccme tlm 
c/vH* ihould be fomcturniturc belonging to 
h>H as 7. arc chcbuildings & whole turmturc 
of ueatHrcs belonging to terra-, which Turn r 
of both, but cfpccially that pt the Heaven h.l 
Scupuuecalls cK3y the hojl of >^<^"- V ; 
The heavens & the eurth were fin. fhrd, 
andallthc hofiofthem. LXX. i.U^^ V;» g. 
Or;,.r;*. Nay, teeing the a hole world .s 
nothing clic but the AMvr«and the emb , and 
what is contained il^thcm, {t.c-) extreme eorum: 
and fecinc h.-*ve» and r-r/A arc both here di- 
ftinaiy nSned, and W .t>* for the hoft the 
earth , it muft needs be that .^x^\ named as dr 
ftindthmgs from all three, (liould note thchoft 
of And fo the meaning oi Saint Pttcr 

(liouldbc, when he faith i. iy?^»A C> # «^H«,as it he 
hadfaid, 5,5v,..\^.W* ™ i^^<^r.,^he^^^;^^"'<'^i 
the h(l thereof, or-r- » ^ur^ ^-joixt'-^f s, >i f, 
»ivriify* /the earth and the mrks therein. But- 
how will fomemaa fay , (hould A/xf« come to 
tocthisnotion.lanGv^rtluis,TMreHebrew^ 

MLV fignifieth,t««r^/«* f^'i't^r, Ho^tncedo, and fo 
anfwerstothc Greek verb nix-, which isexpoim- 

ded, irT-'e- ^vVM*si.e.^««'^'f '"f'^^f 'i'^f,'^' 
Vide Scab, ex Etynolo^. Accoidmgly the LXA. 
render the Hebrew N^Jf ^r-'n-fj-i, i-c. r^^f/^- 
au(ioMruaaaclefio,^oySx'id^c^Cxh btay fig- 

nitic thcfamc with jhe Greek ...'x- , why may not 
the Hebrew NouncMr-f (which we turn rx^m- 
tm-hc rendered r7«x««'->thc Hcllcniftsor Greckifli 
Tews . as in other words lo here following th 
-* Etymo- 
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htymology from <ru')^<»-i^ having eye more to their ow n 
native laiiguagc, than to the ulcot Grcckc. It would be • 
long to flicw in how many words they , and the Greek 
Scriptures written according to their Dialctl, ulc notions 
w'' thcGtcekufcd not-,Ci'/3:.)''cfpc^^i"g fomcconfcnnity 
or other in their own tongue. The works ot thc learned ia 
facredCiiticifrnc arc of late ful of fuch oblcrvations,whet- ^-i 
by many diflicultics and obfcurities in Scripture become 
. clear and cafie. Nevcrthdefsthe Gentile- Greeks thcin - 
/civcsurc v-i'voi ai^d ro7ya ( which come of the fame 
vcrbe f-<iya ) In the fameicnlc we plead for, viz,, for orih 
jw///y4r*f, Military airayi why may not then the HelUmjls 
( fo the * Greek Jtvfcs arc called) do fo with 5-otve*'oT> ^c- 'i»cc H.SyTi.;: 
ing for the etymology every way as fit , feeing' alfo they /^^-j ^o j-Iicc 
arc othcrwifc wont to permute fignifications from vicinity ^^'"^^^^ 
of found. 7»» 

For a funher confirmation of this notion of jrojvcro^ i t„rGr^e. 
contend for,I will addc what I have met with to that pur- 
poic. Sc/jidarJMjzlc^med Profcflfor of the Oriental lan- 
guages, at T dnngen^ in his Bckinath /japperujhim^ pdf . 44 , 
Jhath difcovcrcd out of Rdmbans^oi R.Mefesben NAchm4»s 
Preface in Ferufche hattaroth^i-wo palTagcs taken out of the 
Clialdcecopy oiihcWifdom of Sol§mon;\\\\\c\\ tliat RMt 
liad (ccn ; whcrcbyH^c laid Schick at J provcth againft St, 
^eromt^ihai the Greek is not the Original, but was tran- 
flatcdout of Chaldce. .The palfagcs which this RAmbdn 
c[ uotcth thence arc <:4^ . 7 . 5 ,6,7 . and part of the 8 . And a- 
gain,verr.i7,i8,ip,20,2i. In the laft of which quotati- 
onsjbccaufc there is in the Grcck,Vyyeia.» J3<xe/«f j I gree- 
dily looked what word in thcCaldcc anfwered hereto 
r«jc«'»'> which I found to be M"n^iD,which thofc who have 
skill know to fignih'c the Planets, 12. figncs orconftclla- , 
tions of Heaven, as being the fame with the Hebrew jo^kcJ cue - 
* r^i^iO, XroiyiU therefore here arc Stars and Planets, Pccfac 
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whicli I rtwll not need prove to be tlie hoft of the Ethcreall 
Heaven:yea,and perhaps too/ Y-T-S and «^'V»0 arc derived 
of the verb j ''A'-Js fwx«»a» is of Now we know 
the Scriptures make mention of three Heavens firft, the 
Aire or lubUmary Heaven: fecondly, the Ethcreall and 
ftarry Heaven : thirdly, the Heaven of Glory, or Empe- 
rcall Heaven. Every of thefe Heavens have their hollor 
army: the hoft of the heaven of glory, or the third, arc 
the Angclsand bicfl'ed Spirits : the hoft of the Ethcreall 
heavens arc the Stars and Planets : the hoft of the Acrcal, 
or fublunary heaven , arc cither vlfible , as the clouds of 
heaven , roiA*/ n ivftui ^ and other meteors, as alfbthc 
reft of the creatures manfioning therein, as the fovvlcsof 
the heaven , 9t1tiriASvf*n or invifible, v/c. the wicked 
Spiritsand I>evils,whpfc Prince Satan, h called the Prince 
of the fonder of the Aire,Eph.2.2. and his hoft wintftlnfirt 
rulers of tht world y i.e. the fublunary world- and ti 
rnvikitltn^. wiipfat ir to7< 4««p«>/o/«, wicked fptr its tn heave Ij 
places ^■viz.Anthc lowcft orfublunarv heavens, Eph.6. 1 2, 
And whether S.F4«/,C74/.4.8,p.ancl Co/. 2. S,<^f. includes 
not fome of thofc under his woj^iTa reumffi* , I cannot 
affirmc : let the learned further confider it , when namely 
hcfpcaks to Gcntilcs^and of Gentiles, andnot Jcwcs. 
Having hitherto prepar'd the w^ay,10us now come clofcr 

home to S . /V/^r,whofc words evidently import,t hat {bmc 
of thcfe heavens^ox al of them,rnal fuftci aconflagrationat 
die day of Chrift . Not all of tliem, for,who ever put the 
Empyreal heaven into that reckoning ^ And for the Ethe- 
real heaven , he that confidereth the fupercmincnt nature- 
and immenfity thereof, and of thofe innumerable bodies 
therein, in regard of which the whole fublunary world is 
but a point or center-, & that it no way can be proved that 
over thofc bodies received anycurfc for mans fin, or con- 
tagion by the worlds deluge, 01 that any enemies of God 
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dwclHn them to pollute ihcin : he that confide ret 'a this 
^il not cafily be induced tobclievcihat tlic fire of the day 
; of judgement fiiould burn them. It icmaincth thcicfoic 
that the fublunary heavens only, with their ^lytin are to 
I be the fubjed of this conflagration. 
1 Thefc Afiif^wjC faith S./*^/^' ) AuWrcrw, \. c.fohttttur, 
and their *-7e/;5« flwUrack v-ith fervent heat: It is a Meta- 
phor taken from the refining of mcttals,//^^ igne Johiwtnr 
Htfurifctfttur: fb that iu^ni-nftfuni },u^iftrru ^ is as 
much as Carli igne adhibito conjlagrAhuntnr . This to be the 
meaning of MVtiftt-ni appears , becaufe S. Peter himfelf 
interprets fHvi to be hqueferi. For having in the tentli 
• vcrfe faid /«/xt»< au?mo»»« , ^. i.e. ) fohc/jtur , he in the 
twelfth verfe repeating it (ayes , #!wx"* ( i. e. ) 

liaticfuf)t ^ Now melting is for refining and purifying. 
Nor is the word wtfu'uMw avcrfe from tliis notion , the 
L X X. ufmg for the Hebrew H'k^as in the P(alms 
jnorc than once: The words of th( Lord arc as refined fdver^ 
L XX. afy<jfi9f tt'ttv^tffJfitr ^ Pfal. 12. and fo ellewhcrc. 
But when the fublunary heaven Hiallbethus rcfined,cvcn 
the Ethereal lights of the Stars,of the Sun and Moon,&c. 
- ,\vill appear to thofc on earth much more glorious than 
now they do , as fending their raycs tiirough a purer Me- 
dium • fo that all the world to us- ward fliall be as it were 
renewed. 

As for TtffiXtuVsrTw (or puffing aiv4y) verfc ro. it is an 
Hcbraifine, fignifying any change , or going of a thing 
from the ftatc wherein it w as , ar.d anfwers to the verbe 
rk^y which fignifieth both /^.z.^y/rf and pcrmutan, as 
^ Chaldianifme doth. And ScbtrJUr notes that Pfal . 1 02 
the Arabiclv for MrM/4^»»/«r, hath i[^"^:3377ii ^^^"fi~ 

In the twelfth verfc it is expounded by hu^'tnm, 
hut hAi'nrm, I have already fiiewed is commuted with 
T«xifVarTa< ^ they therefore all three of them fignifie one 
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and the lame thing ; and I fee no rcalbn why wc Ihould ' 
imagine a greater cmphdfts in wafeAgycrovTaj for an utter a- ; 
bolition in the dcftriidlion by fire, than is before implycd 
in i-^raAom? when he fpake of the dcftrudlion by water; 

But what (hall become of the invifible hoft , which I 
named as part of the ^oixu<t of this fublunary heaven, 
v/x. thofe OTiv/*amtt Tr\f Ts'on^afi theannyof wicked 
and unclean fpirits; fliall the fire of the laft judgement 
touch thcfe ^ I anfwer: Though the operation of the 
fire fliall not be upon them toburn them , yet fhall they 
alfo fuffer by this fiery judgement , being thereby to be 
exiled and dcjcded fiora thofc hkh mannons , and be- 
ftowed in fomc lower pbcc: for fo that of Jtule Cccmcth 
to imply. The An^tls (faith he) which kept not their frji 
ej^ate, hut left tharown ( or proper ) habttatien , he hstb 
refervc^ to ( be bound with ) everUftjngcha/nes cfdark- 
Meffty dt the judgement of the great daj.Vidc Pifcat.in hunc 
locum. 

And this feemcsto me to be the moftliteraland un- 
forced expofition of this dcfcription of Saint Peter y of the 
i/4 Vf«and conflagration at the day of Chrift , and 
fotobc pjcferrcd before any otlier. 

But if a Pr»pheticAl ft rain or fcheme may here be admit- 
ted, tl>cre is another way of explication, which yet in the 
condufion will come to the lame purpofe the former did, 
although the way thereto be not the fame. And certainly 
our Saviour in the Go/pel defcribing the coming of this 
^ay,ufciha Prophetical expreflion : TheSuttne{ faith he) 
fixdU he darkened^ dnd the Moon PjaII not give her light ^ dftd 
the Stdtres Jhallfdll fr$m hedven^ dnd the powen ofhedven 
^aII be fiaken. For if this be taken literally , whither fliall 
the ftars fall from htdven^ Which are either as bigjOr many 
limes bigger than the globe of the earth, where fliall be 
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roou" for them < if fuch a fchcmc there be fuppos'd in St. 
;'r/frjdc(cripcion,th'cxpIication maybe afcerthisitianev. 
Munduf^ or the mrU^ (to omit other particular exccpti- 
onsVis according tothc Scriptures ufe, either Mundns c»n- 
tlncns^ox MuHduscenttnttu^ (give me leave to iifcthofc 
tcimestor diftiniftion fake: ) By Mundus contintns I mean 
the compages and frame of the Phyfical hea-ven & cArth, 
whereinthc reft of thccrcaturcs arc conteined:By Mundui 
(onmtus i the ftatcorbodyof the inhabitants or King- 
doms of die earth. Now to whatfocvcr the notion of 
M»ndus is aprhable, there is alfo (uppofed to be an heaven 
and canh^as being the names and parts vvlicrcby the Scri- 
ptures cxprcfs the WlprW.The httnjtn then of this Politicdl 
tvvrU is the fovereignty or fbvcreign part thereof, wliofc 
hoft and ftars are the power? ruling in the World : In the 
highcft place and Idols ^ next, A*/**/, Princes, Peers, 
CoHftfe/loursyMdgifirgtes^and other fuch lights fliining in 
the Vuraament. And at fuch a meaning and noother ( it 
bcinsan Oriental notion) may aime( for ought lean fee) 
that Tuppofcd faftupus ftylc of -S-i/^'rw ^ingof PerJJd to 
Cottflafitiusihe Emperourj iLex Regurtt Safores^frAterfolit 
^ lufiJt.fArticefs (i.e.foci/u)fydirum, CottJiAtstiofrMtrtfd' 
Intern. But to goon : Earth is the Pezantrj or vtdgus ho- 
tntnumytogcihcx with the terreftrial creatures ferving the 
ufc of man:Of fuch an Heavcn,as this is,the Lord fpcakcth 
in the Prophcfie of //^g;^ 4/,cap.a.v.d. Ttt onct it is a Imlt 
while, and I vill jhake all Nat ions, and the defire of all Nations 
Jhall come. And again 1^.2 1 . / mill Jhake the heavens and the 
eartk^and I will overthrow the throne of Kingdoms ,andl will 
dejiroj the firengthof the Kingdoms of the Heathen, (jrcOE 
fuch an heaven and earth fpcakcth Jeremy, C.4.V.? 3 . / ^r- 
beld the earth, and it wm wtthoKt form andvoid,(^Ti:i,y inn ) 
4nd the heavens, (jr they had no light : viz,, as if the World 
were tiun'd into the old Chaos again,crr».cap.i. Sec the 
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reft whkh tblloweth. Of fuch Heavens & Earth fpcaketh ' 
the Lord in £/i;,cap.ji.v.ij,!5.namcIy,ot' the Heavens 
and Earth of the World, or ftate of Ifracl. (faith he 
the Lord thy God^rvh divided the fea, (lo vvit,thc Red fca 
when the water sthereofrearecC-^the Lord of Hojls in his name 
And put my Word (i.e. my Law )//; thy mouth, and covered 
thee in the jhadorv of my hand^ ( i. c. proteded thee in thy 
inarch to Canaan) thai I might plant the Heavens, and lay 
the foundations of the Earth , ( i. c. make thcca State, and 
build thee into a PoUtial World ) and fay unto Sion, thou 
art my people. Of fuch a kind of Heaven fpeaks the fame 
ProphctjCap.34.v.2,4,5.T/'r /W/^;?j//tf;;fl/r/;f Lord is nf- 
on all Nations ^and his fury upon all their Armies ^(^c^And all 
the Hojlof Heaven jhall ire dijfolved , and the Hea vens jha/l 
be rolled together as a fcreU^ and their hojl jhall fall down y as 
the leaffalleth ojf from the Vineya^jd as a faUmg Jiggefrom 
the fggc-tree. For my (word jhall be bathed in He a vcn : JSrv 
held It jhall come down on Idumea^cT'c. Seethe rc(l,(S>:l;n^\v 
that this deftructionof Edom ispropheliedof in no .. 
hyperbolical a ftrainby obadtah^und f-eremy cap.49»froni 
v.y.to 22. fj&f^.jj.v.^. & 25.11. which I noce,kft any 
nianwonderingatthe/7/'rr^o/tf of thisof£yi;)(,lliould think 
it appliablconly to the day of judgement. And that fuch 
Ichemes as thefc were ufual to the Nations of the Orient, 
may appear not only by the Chymical IMiilopfohy deri- 
ved thencc^C which makes heaven &eartii& ftirsm c\'cry 
thing ) but from the leftimony of Mofes Mait/mndes, who 
{more Nebochim part.iaap.^^.) affirms that the Ar.r 
in his time in their vulgar fpecch, when they would cxpici i 
that a man was felltn into Ionic greatcalamity or 4dv?i fity , 
ufed to Cny^Cfflumeju'S fuper terram fi]us (ecidft- Cowip^rc 
Lament. z.t. No qucftion thcfc fchcme$ were as faiuiliar 
to them, asour Poets ftrains and exprcffions arc tt> lis, 
though of anotlicr^mtt/:0ursarc borrowed from fables, 
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ftovies, places-, theirs,* more from die frame of die 
World, the Sunnc, Moon,3tars, and Elcments,&c. 
If fucha nodon ofC<r/»wand Terra may In vc place in 
' this place of Pf'^f'', (and why may he not uttering a Pro- 
LDiiciie borrow a Pcjtical ftrain^ ) it may calily appear 
iiniat Heaven and Eanh the fire at Chnfts (ccond coming 
ff^all burn up and confumc, i/zi.the heaven and the earth 
: of thccontained world , fuch as thofe which the former 
jiidgcmcmby water over-whelmed and dcftroycd , the 
World ofV'ictedftatesand men^high ones & low ones, 
princes and pcfants^man & beaft-, according to that t*vicc 
cpeated pan;i^e,r/d)f 2.11,17. (which the ancient Je wes 
ntcrprctcd of thc'day^of judgement) The lofthic([e of tnAn 
; , Iha/I6e bowed dowrj,^ the h.tnghtine 'jc of men fl^allhc wade. 
"/^w, ihe Lord alone frd be exalted thM da^ ; And the Idols 
( thefe arc part of the hoft of heaven we scc the Apoftafic 
^ TpcskofyAe jfc<r<rtr^rryi«^ft^J^Antioffuch the btur iimcs 
Vhcavens and TomTa. asthcjcTitifcsittcrcthnot though wc 
imdcrftandan abfblutedeftruiiliohffe.of fo much as lliall 
" be burned) as was in thedcluge of Koah. And folikcwifc 
" of the earth and works thereof. But whereas by the uni- 
verfal dcliigc,though only the UurJus contentu4 periflicd, 
^ctnotwithftandingthe Af«W/^y<-tf;«//;;f;;/ was therewith 
corrupted and depraved ; In the deft rudion of fire it fliall 
\^ be otnerwife-, for the world of wicked ones being dcftroy- 
ed ,ihe Heaven and the Earth which contained them fliall 
be purged and refined, for the righteous to dwell therein. 
This txpofition I put but in the fccond place , bccauJfc 
- whcuctheproperfenfcof thelettcrmay bekept, I prefer 
54.itbcforta5^y other. * 

To conclude, if any there yet be, whom neither of the 
brnicr cxpofitions can fttisfie,but will needs have the fire 
id burning here fpoken of,to be that wherby the World 
to be utterly annihilated 1 could anf\ver;thatthc day 
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of judgement is a tliouland yecrs and this Hrc, though it 
be to be if XntlvtifAt* , in that diy, yet (hall it not be in the 
bcginning.but end thereof-, the beginning being but a dc 
ftrudtion of the enemies oi Chiifl, and the Kingdome of 
Satan^d then a rcllauration : The ^d, a deflrudion of 
the whole creature it fclf by utter annihilation and then 
Si.Pctcn wordsjvcr. i j.toDcconftrucd after this manner. 
That horvfoeverthe Heavens and the Em/j Jhdllat length It 
difj'flved i>y fre^ nevertheleffc before that full be^ ive look for 
4 netv Heaven andanetif Earth C i. c. a new World or rc- 
ftauration)/tf precede thu abolition^ according to his promife, 
Efay,65.&66. 

But fuchan expofition,mcthinks,would notfuit fovvcl 
with that which I take to bcSt.Pf/^r/chicfeftlcopein this 
partagc-,nor with the words of the holyPropliets nepoint- 
cthac , which fcem to fpeak only of fuch a fire, which 
fhould precede a reftauration,and not ohliat which fliould 
caufc an utterabolition of the World : And as concerning 
fuch an utter abolition of the whole frame of Heaven and 
Earth,afterthe Oeconomy of tlie Redemption & vitoy 
of Chrift fliallbe finiflied , it fcemcth to me a myftcry 
which hath nobottomc. Howfbever, lam not perfwaded 
this place of St. Peter ^qmXA mean any fuch thing. Thofe 
paffages, 5^^^^ 14.12. 102.26. and yf/'i^t. 20,1 r. may 
I'ccm to be of more moment. And if any fuch annihilation 
/liallbe, it ftands more with reafbnic Hiould be by the im- 
mediate power of God, without the inrtrumcnt of any 
creature, thap by fire ^ and that he who at firftbroughi 
it out of nothing without any creatures help , Aould re- 
ducc it to nothing again without the help of any creaairc 



